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practitioners (youth workers) from different areas and youth organisations. The following conclusions
were passed with the common denominator that the social responsibility of adults toward the
youngsters is too poor to promise a good future of the current humankind: it does not help youngsters to
grow up quickly enough and become holistic personalities aware of their interdependence and need for
their own action rather than prolonged childhood-style behaviour.

1. Social dialog and development of institutional solutions for better conditions for youth activities
in Slovenia have to be encouraged.

In Slovenia, over the past 20 years there have been different fields of youth work and youth policies
developed. Various kinds of youth work are, similarly to other NGQO’s, chronically under-financed. Youth
policies within individual ministries are insufficiently interconnected, often misdirected, and usually they do
not consider interests and needs of Slovenian youngsters. Conference participants think that the first
opportunity to overcome this situation is development of National youth program, which should be
approved by the end of 2011 and will be actively co-created by youngsters. Conference participants call on
the government to combine long term, systematic actions with ad hoc actions that have short term effects
and can respond to some of the most acute phenomena, connected to youth in Slovenia, when addressing
the problems youth are facing with.

2. Transitions to adulthood are increasingly uncertain, varied and unfinished
In modern society the fact is increasingly becoming real that clear and complete transition to adulthood is
blurred. Nowadays there are less and less chances for youth to make a quick transition in the adulthood.
Basic attributes of adulthood, such as an independent life in one’s own partnership (traditional and non-
traditional), the birth of first child, steady job, completion of education, are more and more socially
unreachable.

3. Adulthood is becoming more and more socially undesirable.

The modern consumer society needs for its renovation socially and culturally immature members.
Comparative advantages of modern bourgeois society include its capability of various organization and
knowledge. Such an organisation requires each individual’s constant adaptation through creating and
acquiring new knowledge. Therefore it is normal, from the society’s point of view, that each individual
member of the society is growing up as long as possible. From consumer society’s point of view it would be
ideal that individuals never grow up, because this makes them remain sensitive to any (or certainly: many)
offers, which would otherwise, in the state of one’s social and cultural adulthood, be rejected because they
would not fall within the range of the already internalized social and cultural normality.

4. A broad reflection and transformation of social practices (from theoretical to institutional
production and reproduction) that support consumer society is necessary.

The modern capitalism needs for its existence production of such a theory and societal functioning, which
does not see mechanisms, through which the modern consumer societies are renovated. Generally, these
practices support individuals’ virtual sociality and culturalism. Concretely, those practice would be for
example mass non-reflective creation of user’s friendly socialization in institutions of socialization, the ones
that aim at the individual's comfort (which, on the psycho-social level, appears as animalisation of human
needs and on the social level as increasing infantilization of social relations) rather than socialization, which
would lead an individual from comfort to discomfort, to that, what is socially and culturally correct.

5. More interdisciplinary and affirming dialogue on youth issues is needed.
Conference participants note that connection of various professional fields is significant in order to increase
the substantive integration of young people, while promoting their efforts to increase dialogue between
young people and other groups in modern society. Conference participants also wish that youth would be
heard in the wider society, that general public would understand their problems and solving of them.
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Therefore, the participants praised the approach of the Office for Youth, which applies a partnership
approach in promoting youth development and is for this reason involved in organizing round tables,
conferences, etc. and thereby promoting of social dialogue. It was noted that Slovenia lacks such
connections for young people at the national level; therefore they hope that more
events/meetings/projects as this one will happen in the future again.

6. Regular empirical research on contemporary Slovenian youth.

Ten years had passed before Slovenia got a new national survey of Slovenian youth (the interval before the
Youth 2000 survey was prolonged for five years). Without regular empirical research monitoring of
Slovenian youth, which is constantly changing and transforming, it is not possible to talk about the fact,
that Slovenes have at least some knowledge about the Slovenian youth, nor is it possible to build any kind
of public policies that would be targeted to specific Slovenian youth. Conference participants believe that
wider researches of Slovenian youth are needed in an interval of three to five years (like, for example Shell
Research of the German youth).

7. Social responsibility is a non-technological innovation, which should include as many young
people and citizens as possible.

Social responsibility shall be reasonably considered as a good idea that has to become an innovation, which
means a new users’ benefit from new ideas in practice, therefore innovation management of non-
technological innovations and as many young people as possible shall be included in its enforcement. For
that reason, the findings of a research “Youth 2010” shall be linked with the strategy of implementing of
social responsibility, in order to redress the situation of young people. Education for social responsibility
shall be — with appropriate comprehensive programs — placed in all levels of education. In both the
international and Slovenian practice many examples of good practice can be found. One should not provide
just formal course on ethics of social responsibility but examples of practical conduct.

8. The balance between existing education programs and market needs concerning the youth
employment has to be established.

At the European level, various forms of support to young people are being implemented. It would be
reasonable to have them better present and practiced in Slovenia. EU Member States should not reduce
the budgets for soft policies, such as education, youth employment and similar. It is important to regulate
the balance between existing education programs and needs of market, to prevent having a large number
of profiles with no job prospects on the one hand, and vacant job positions because of inappropriate
profiles on the other hand. Universities therefore need to be closer to market needs, and market has to
express their needs to education sector. In this way more young people will achieve employment, since in a
few years in the EU youth unemployment has increased from 4 to 5 million.

9. We are too tolerant of substance abuse (tobacco, alcohol) - young people should start to use
them as late as possible.
Increased availability of alternative educational and re-socialization programs for the targeted population
of youth with risky life styles is needed. We are still too tolerant of substance abuse, particularly alcohol
and tobacco use by young people. The main goal has to be to make the access to these substances difficult
or to achieve that young people would start to use it as late as possible.

10. Public awareness campaign for more social responsibility with youth creativeness.
It would be appropriate to ensure an awareness campaign for more social responsibility, of which the
initiators and creators should be youth as well as those dealing with youth. At the same time young people
want to draw attention to the fallacies of the modern society. Their opinion can be expressed mainly
through creativity and through various communication tools. Implementation of awareness-raising
campaigns, which urge young people to change the modern society, in particular systems of social action,
shall be implemented in the future on the national level in such a way that the campaign would involve
many young people. Young people should also express their creativity and encourage the change of social
functioning for the better. The media and other organizations, institutions, and government should be
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invited to cooperate, to jointly promote the non-profit purposes of youth work in this area. In practice, this
may be complementary to the implementation of a National strategy of development of social
responsibility and related communication; the results of such actions may be presented at a conference
next year, as well as elsewhere (web, galleries, etc..).

11. Substantive integration of youth networks help to develop new projects for young people.

Youth Network, which has been developing the programs of the European Social Fund, has carried out
regular meetings in the context of networks for sharing knowledge, experience and substantive connection
between networks. They prepare thematic months, and will try to prepare a joint final conference of all
networks (in order to rationalize costs and facilitate the organization and integration), in which they would
present their findings and proposals for further development in their topic and areas. Participants in the
various youth organizations are looking for more related meetings where they could enlighten various
concrete questions from their operation and not act merely as competitors.

12. Coordination of the work and the joint presence in the market for accommodation facilities in the
Slovenian youth centres.
Representatives of the Slovenian youth hostels found it reasonable to provide a coordinator for network of
youth hostels to assist them in marketing common occurrence in the market. That would make sense in the
terms of rationalization costs as well as in integrated approach to marketing, thus providing greater effects
on the market.

13. Social entrepreneurship could be an important form of youth employment.

Entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship belong to important forms of youth employment.
Acquisition of knowledge in the field of entrepreneurship shall be included in the education system to
promote entrepreneurship among young people in addition to the primary family environment. Social
entrepreneurship finds its base in voluntary work in NGOs, which could be then through innovative ideas
developed in the creation of social enterprises and job creation. According to data obtained NGOs in the EU
employ 8.1% of the population, in Slovenia only 0.74%. Currently in Slovenia the law on social
entrepreneurship, which is expected to bring new opportunities for job creations, is in preparation.

14. Promoting youth entrepreneurship can also be done through awards and prizes.
This year the Institute IRDO in cooperation with the Office for Slovenians Abroad and partner organizations
will expand categories in the call for the Slovenian award for social responsibility Horus. A special prize for
entrepreneurial success and social responsibility will be awarded to young Slovenians abroad; this will also
enable them to present themselves to Slovenia. It is necessary to continue to upgrade cooperation in the
field of social responsibility among Slovenian entrepreneurs working abroad and Slovenian companies in
Slovenia, with a focus on youth employment.

15. Connecting Slovenes living abroad with Slovenia.
In the coming years, the conference programs should regularly include the Slovenes living abroad, to realize
the common Slovenian cultural space (the economy, culture, science, youth, etc.), which extends beyond
the borders of Slovenia, where Slovenes live and work. Actions to motivate young Slovenes, who live
abroad, to actively connect and cooperate with youth in Slovenia cocerning various topics shall be
prepared.

16. Next year conference on culture, values, personal and social responsibility.
It might be worth investing in the care for more personal and social responsibility. Therefore, conference
participants identified that the following year a similar conference on culture, values, and attitudes towards
personal and social responsibility shall be organized. At the conference scientific, practical and professional
views on the matter shall be presented. Concern for social responsibility and attitude towards youth should
be considered at this conference and youth Slovenes from abroad should participate; their useful creative
work (e.g. music, painting, etc...) has not been presented in an organized form at the national level in
Slovenia. The integration of young Slovenians abroad with young Slovenes in Slovenia shall also be
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established, especially in those areas that are intensively supported by the Government Office for
Slovenians Abroad (contemporary culture, youth entrepreneurship, etc.).

17. De-marginalization of youth work is necessary.

Conference participants observe diversity and enormous potential of youth work in Slovenia. What was
also detected is a great potential of youth, which has not been sufficiently activated. Despite the fact that
on the declarative level all relevant actors committed to giving the opportunity to young people,
somewhere one always 'gets stuck'. Young people and youth work are marginalized in society. We live in a
connected entity. Challenges associated with youth are not only challenges of youth but challenges of the
whole society. In order to deal with them, a personal commitment of each part of society is required. Youth
work and responses to the needs of society, related to the youth, increasingly bear the context of
intergenerational cooperation.

18. The world needs a comprehensive innovation of action and behaviour.
We are all interdependent; the evidence can be seen in natural disasters, as well as in the people rebellion.
The nature resists, people resist, the world resists. We need a crucial innovation of values and attitudes,
habits, and behaviour. Let's explore the sources of energy that will not harm nature and humans, as a part
of it. Let us act as we would wish the others to act with us. The same is true for the nature.
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