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Dear colleagues,

The main theme (file rouge) of the IRDO 2019 conference is to provide a
broader insight in what researchers, educators and managers can and should do
to embed the social responsibility in their activities. We will:
• Discuss the methods to develop the concepts of social responsibility further to

get in line with the state of art and the requisite holistic development in the
social, ecological and business environments, setting special focus on
reflexive behaviour, interdependence and creative cooperation. 

• Elaborate cases of socially responsible behaviour in companies, government
and non-governmental organisations, or active citizenships. The aim is to give
example on how to rethink standard processes from multiple perspectives and
to integrate socially responsible behaviour.

• Report on measurements, measuring methods and results, related to social
responsibility that support planning, implementation and optimisation of
socially responsible behaviour

I had the privilege to read all contributions. I am very pleased, because
- Authors covered very different viewpoints, insights and practices,
- Your research reports are reaching beyond ISO 26000 and the IRDO's 35 books and proceedings we

have authored with about 1.000 authors from around the world.

This provides a crucial enrichment to me and other audiences of IRDO's work.

We, members of the IRDO team, chose ISO 26000 by ISO, 2010, because it summarized a decade of
work of very many co-authors and was passed on the global level soon after the global agreement that the
crisis of 2008 is no short-lived financial crisis only. On the contrary, it is a global socio-economic crisis
showing the approaching end of the neo-liberal abuse and ruining of the capitalistic version of the
entrepreneurship, market and innovation based economy and society, aimed at realization of liberte,
egalite, fraternite (freedom, equality, brotherhood) to replace feudalism.

Thus, social responsibility is a concept aimed at finding a humankind's way out of this crucial crisis by preventing 
- One-sidedness – by exposing holism, i.e. systemic behavior,
- Independence that is impossible in nature and economics – by exposing interdependence, i.e. systemic

behavior, again, and
- Irresponsibility – by exposing responsibility for influences over society, i.e. humans and nature, by

systemic behavior, again, supported by the seven principles in ISO 26000 (accountability, transparency,
ethical behavior, respect for stakeholders’ interests, rule of law, international norms, and human rights).

By sharing your experiences, either theoretical or practical in nature, we will help finding the right path to
socially responsible behaviour in business organisations and, most importantly, in people. That is why we
invited authors and discussants, including scientific & other researchers, top consultants, other experts and
experienced practitioners, joining this conference as attendees and/or as contributors of a paper. 

Young presenters participating in the educational processes are at IRDO Conferences always most welcome.
Please do not hesitate to report about your work on different topics of our conference this or next year!

Thus, we collected interesting information at one spot to apply it in research and practice we thank all
contributors to IRDO 14, 2019, for all new knowledge.
Looking forward to enjoy your company at the 14th IRDO conference in Maribor, Slovenia! 

On behalf of
Matjaž Mulej, Igor Perko, Anita Hrast, as Conference editors,
and our less visible team members,
sincerely yours,
Matjaž Mulej, Ph. D., Ph. D., Prof. Emeritus, 
University of Maribor, Faculty of Economics and Business, and IRDO, Head of the IRDO Expert committee
and Head of the IRDO Scientific-research centre board; President of the IRDO conference Program
committee;
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