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Introduction: 

15 IRDO Conferences on Social Responsibility 2006-2020 
 
 
 
It started like a lot of things – by accident. 
 
In 2006, I was a pensioner for the fifth year but I was practically every day in my professor's 
office at the Faculty of Economics and Business, University of Maribor in Razlagova 20, 
Maribor, Slovenia. My closest neighbor was Professor Dr. Jožica Knez-Riedl (Juša). My door 
is always wide open when I’m there. 
 
I didn't know Anita Hrast until then. What she knew about me, I don’t know and I never 
actually asked her. When she came to me then, she didn't really come to me, but to Juša. But 
Anita came a little too early. Her door was still closed, but mine was not. Anita, who is 
actually a model of communicativeness (and a university graduate in communication science, 
at the time not yet a master of communication sciences), came to me. She introduced herself 
as a co-worker and friend of my daughter Nastja. Within minutes, she caused my interest in 
the topic of social responsibility. Juša already knew a lot about it at that time and published 
several papers but I didn't know anything yet. I sensed the connection between social 
responsibility as something new and non-technological invention-innovation-diffusion 
processes, with which I was engaged in scientific research and consulting for a good quarter 
of a century (This led to establishment of PODIM conferences for which fortunately they 
don’t need me anymore; they held the fortieth meeting in May this year; but that’s another 
topic). 
 
I received and accepted an invitation to participate in IRDO – Institute for the Development of 
Social Responsibility activities. That was in spring 2006. Anita (with whom we still call each 
other Sir/Lady today, after 15 years of collaboration) attracted a few others. She called a 
meeting. During it, I retreated for a few minutes. Then I was appointed head of research. 
There was no going back, but the way forward required at least two things: (1) to gain 
knowledge of social responsibility and knowledge of how to develop it, and to develop values 
that are important to humanity and to us; (2) to attract as many people as possible in order to 
create a scientifically and professionally substantiated movement for the development of 
social responsibility which would at least affect Slovenia. The route covering such needs 
includes conferences, preferably as international as possible. This has been proved, among 
other things, by the aforementioned experience with PODIM conferences. 
 
Therefore, at this meeting, I suggested that we prepare a conference on current issues of social 
responsibility. 
The efforts already include fifteen conferences that have attracted more than a thousand 
authors from all continents. Proceedings of the first ten conferences (20062015) are 
(re)published on one CD, and the latest ones are also freely available on the IRDO Institute's 
website. 
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Topics covered so far include: 
1. Social responsibility in general (2006), 
2. The role of managers in the development of social responsibility in non-profit 

organizations (2007), 
3. Social responsibility as a contribution to the long-term success of stakeholders in the 

market (2008), 
4. Work - a bridge to cooperation: relationships with colleagues and different age 

generations (2009), 
5. Social responsibility: Nature and people (2010), 
6. Youth at the heart of global change (2011), 
7. Cultural innovation for more social responsibility  a path out of the socio-cultural 

crisis (2012). 
8. In 2013, Maribor was the “European Capital of Youth” and the 8th IRDO Conference 

contributed to this with the theme Education and Communication for Greater Social 
Responsibility. 

9. In 2014, the theme was "Health  personal and / or social responsibility?"; 
10. In 2015 " Planning and Reporting on Social Responsibility ", 
11. In 2016, the theme was "New social realities in terms of social responsibility". 
12. In 2017, we discussed the topic “Social responsibility and current challenges 2017: 

added value as business information from the point of view of corporate social 
responsibility and sustainability”. 

13. The theme for 2018 was "Social responsibility in science and education". 
14. 14th IRDO Conference on 'Social Responsibility and the Challenges of Time', 2021 

June 2019 in Maribor, was again international. We received almost 60 contributions 
from almost 100 authors from 8 countries. Most of them were from Slovenia and most 
of them wrote about the practice of asserting social responsibility as a personality trait 
in education and upbringing, but also in other practices. No IRDO conference has yet 
had so many contributions by authors whose native languages are Russian, Italian and 
Spanish. We also had English speakers, of course. Exceptionally, we did not have the 
French and German-speaking guests, usual in previous years. 

15. Into the invitation to the 15th International Scientific and Business Conference IRDO 
entitled SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AND CURRENT CHALLENGES 2020: 
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE, 
which will be held on 4 and 5 June 2020 in Maribor, but on-line due to the coronavirus 
crisis, we wrote, among other things: 

“The main purpose of the conference is to look for connections between human 
responsibility to society and ourselves for our common sustainable future. Such 
individual responsibility is a precondition for social responsibility (SR); 
without broader environmental and social responsibility there is no survival of 
humanity. SR is also a tool to achieve sustainable development / future”. 

 
This time, the emphasis is on the work of the individual, who can make a significant 
difference in society, so his/her active participation becomes the driving force of global 
renewal anywhere. In year 2020 we will discuss about current topics within 42 papers and 
with 50 authors from 9 countries. 
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The EU has adopted a number of different crisis-exit strategies, the latest being the EU Green 
Agreement. More content on this topic can be found here: 

 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en  
 https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/corporate-social-responsibility_en  

 
Our participation in the conference will be in the spirit of the UN 2030 agenda: change the 
world and include 17 sustainable development goals. These are also written in the 
development strategy of the Republic of Slovenia until 2030, but they cannot be achieved 
without personal and social responsibility. 
 
The 2020 conference aims to provide a broader insight into what researchers, teachers and 
leaders and others can do to integrate personal and societal responsibility into the social and 
natural environment in which we operate. 
 
We accepted more than 40 contributions. IASCYS (International Academy of Systems and 
Cyber Sciences, Pau, France) and CSR Europe (European Association for Corporate Social 
Responsibility, Brussels, Belgium) are once again cooperating with IRDO, many other 
organizations too.  
 
The honorary patron is Sonja Šmuc, Director General of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Slovenia (before her, the presidents of the state and the government of the 
Republic of Slovenia were in this role). The authors are from (in alphabetical order) Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, China, France, Israel, Portugal and Slovenia (the majority). 
 
 
Prof. Emer. DDr. Matjaž Mulej,  

University of Maribor, Faculty of Economics and Business, President of the 
IRDO Expert Council and Chairman of the IRDO Conference Program Committee 

 


