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Abstract 

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development calls on governments and other stakeholders to 

achieve 17 SDGs and 169 associated targets, bringing together economic, social and 

environmental considerations in ways that mutually reinforce each other. Isolated actions and 

policies, focused on individual goals and targets, cannot make a decisive contribution to 

successfully facing the whole complex web of global challenges. However, the relationship 

between SDGs 12-15, crucial for environmental protection and climate action, and other SDGs 

(such as SDGs 1 and 7-11) potentially involve trade-offs (SOER 2020, EEA, 2019). A new, 

integrative conceptual framework and process to bring forth practical solutions in implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda, and offering alternative(s) to the mainstream non-sustainable economic 

paradigm, is needed.  

 

The Integral Worlds approach, emphasizing dynamic balance among four mutually reinforcing 

dimensions or worlds (nature and community - culture and spirituality or consciousness - science, 

systems and technology - finance and enterprise) and the centre – the moral core, and with its 

applications in the economic field (Integral Economy) represents such a conceptual framework 

and process. Slovenia has valuable experiences and knowledge with regards to integral conceptual 

framework and is the first nation to integrate them into a comprehensive national model – the 

Integral Green Slovenia, including also the concept of smart integration of EU policies for SD.    

 

The proposal for an Integral Green Europe builds on the applications of Integral Worlds approach 

in the case of Slovenia, by smartly integrating multiple potentials for sustainable development and 

pursuing the basic vision of well-being for all, while maintaining a healthy natural environment. 

This vision is reflected in operational goals for all four integral worlds. Sustainability transitions, 

as the key processes of the European Green Deal, are integrally connected to other policies of the 

European Union, by placing fundamental values, underlying the European cultural heritage, in the 

centre of the model, rooting sustainable development in nature and community, and revisiting the 

economic paradigm.   
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