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Abstract 

 

What kind of academic conferences do we need for the future? Networks, institutions, and 

individuals who believe that a decisive move must be made in the direction of sustainable 

development are increasingly in favour of virtual conferences. They are exploring new formats to 

ensure that such conferences offer participants the space for creativity, networking, chance 

meetings, career-oriented self-presentation and coaching, policy-oriented reflection, trust-

building, and learning, with a view to shaping higher education for sustainable development in an 

innovative and convincing way. In this article we present the path taken by the COPERNICUS 

Alliance and its partners to design two online conferences. We summarize the main insights 

derived from post-conference surveys. Digitalisation is seen as a great opportunity, although many 

participants maintain a yearning for face-to-face meetings. 
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