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Press release!

21st International Conference IRDO 2026: Sustainability Management in Organizations
The 21st IRDO International Conference will be attended by more than 70 authors with more than 40 papers from Slovenia and the world -  on 16 and 17 June 2026 in Maribor, Slovenia, & online.

(Maribor, Slovenia, June 9, 2026) How to integrate sustainability into the management of organizations and transfer it from strategic documents to everyday practice? This will be the central question of the 21st IRDO International Conference "Innovative, Sustainable and Socially Responsible Society 2026: Sustainability Management in Organizations", which will be held in a hybrid format on 16 and 17 June 2026. 

The European regulatory environment is changing rapidly in the area of sustainable business. Companies and organizations are facing increasingly stringent environmental, social and governance (ESG) reporting requirements. The transition from abstract environmental promises to realistic, audited operational performance has now become the duty of all organizations, not only companies, but also the long-term survival of companies in the market. Slovenia's efforts in this direction are also shown by the Voucher for the preparation of a voluntary sustainability report (ESG voucher) published on 5 June 2026 - for sustainable reporting by small and medium-sized enterprises, which was published on its website by the Slovenian Enterprise Fund.

The conference will bring together researchers, experts, representatives of the economy, the public sector, non-governmental organizations and students who will present the latest research, experience and good practices in the field of sustainable development, social responsibility and innovative management. This year's discussions will focus on sustainable organizational governance, social responsibility, ESG practices and sustainable reporting, digital transformation, and the use of artificial intelligence to achieve sustainability goals. Participants will also discuss the importance of systems thinking, measuring social impacts, developing sustainable communities and responsible leadership of organizations in times of rapid social and technological change.

Particular emphasis will be placed on connecting science and practice and finding solutions to the challenges faced by organizations in the transition to more sustainable business models. The conference will offer a space for international exchange of knowledge, cross-sectoral cooperation and the development of new approaches to create long-term economic, social and environmental impacts.

The IRDO International Conference is considered to be one of the longest-running professional and scientific platforms in the field of social responsibility and sustainable development in Slovenia. Over the course of twenty years, it has brought together more than 1,600 authors, researchers and experts from many countries and contributed to the dissemination of knowledge and good practices in the field of sustainable development.

The organizers of the conference are IRDO – Institute for the Development of Social Responsibility, University of Maribor, Faculty of Economics and Business (UM), Slovenian Society for Systems Research (SdSr) and WOSC with several supporting partners: International Academy of Systems and Cyber Sciences (IASCYS), France, European Academy of Sciences and Arts, Salzburg, International Federation for Systems Research (IFSR), CSR Europe, Danube University Krems, Austria, Ministry of Economy,  Labour and Sport, DIH – Digital Innovation Centre of Slovenia, Styrian Chamber of Commerce, Employers' Association of Slovenia, Association of Managers of Slovenia and Slovenian Association for Quality and Excellence. The conference is sponsored by Medis-M and Press Clipping.

The organizers invite the media, decision-makers, entrepreneurs and students to join the co-creation of a society that not only innovates, but leads with responsibility towards the environment and future generations. More information about the program, participation and applications is available on the IRDO website.
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	Information about the organizer:
IRDO – Institute for the Development of Social Responsibility 
Cesta 13. julija 65a, SI-1261 Ljubljana – Dobrunje, Slovenia
Web: www.irdo.si;  Email: info@irdo.si; 




Additional information IRDO – Institute for the Development of Social Responsibility: www.irdo.si  
· mag. Anita Hrast, Head of IRDO - Institute for the Development of Social Responsibility and President of the Organizing Committee of the IRDO Conference, anita.hrast@irdo.si , info@irdo.si , tel.: + 386 31 344 883
· Igor Perko, Vice-President and Coordinator of the Program Committee of the IRDO Conference, igor.perko@um.si
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